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possibilities. Richelieu, indeed, had not- spared
those of high degree, but the Duke of Montmprenci
was a far more important personage than any whom
the Cardinal had sent to the block.

Among the proud and ancient nobility of France,
the Montmorencis stood first; they had furnished
six constables and twelve marshals to the armyi
their name had been illustrious during seven cent-
uries of French history. Not only noble but
royal families were proud to claim relationship with
the race of the Montmorencis. The present duke
was not unworthy of his great ancestry. He was a
brave officer, a courteous gentleman, a faithful hus-
band, and a pious Christian, He was beloved in
Languedoc for his amiable and considerate charac-
ter, he was admired by his soldiers for his courage
and manly bearing, He was the senior baron of
France, a duke, a marshal, the governor of a great
province, a brother-in-law of the Prince of Conde,
He was, said a contemporary, the noblest, richest,
handsomest, most pious, and most gallant gentle-
man in the kingdom, A universal cry went up that
his blood should be spared: princes and nobles asked
for his pardon; the crowds in the street cried out for
grace; services were held in the churches, and the
Almighty was asked to come to the duke's relief j
processions of religious penitents marched from
station to station praying for his safety. Nor were
threats wanting: forty gentlemen, It was said, had
daggers ready for the Cardinal Jf he spilled the blood
of Montmorenci.

But neither prayera nor threat! could move thatas within the realm offficient, The armlet met atom she hated had but six
